1

page

3

We Are Ambassadors of Reconciliation
Deacon Alex Kwok
By the time you are reading this edition of Homestead, we
are probably celebrating the Paschal Triduum in the Holy
Week. So before we enjoy the glorious fruit of Easter, let us
review whether we have prepared well enough so as to make
up for what is lacking, as the virgins did in Matthew 25:9,
before the arrival of the bridegroom. The Lenten Season is a
period of forty days for the Elect to prepare for their baptism
at Easter Vigil. It is also a time for the baptized to revitalize
the graces they received in their baptisms. Like any annual
celebrations such as birthdays and marriage anniversaries,
we will enjoy more when the preparation is better done.

Online Mass recording at OLMC

Pope Francis kick-started this Lenten Season by encouraging us to persevere in doing good in his Lenten
message 2022. He quoted St. Paul, saying “Let us not grow tired of doing good …” (Galatians 6:9). Then he
elaborated on three areas in which we need to put up our efforts: Let us not grow tired of praying, of
uprooting evil from our lives and of doing good in active charity towards our neighbours. The Holy Father’s
exhortation is both traditional and modern. Traditionally, Christians do three things in particular during Lent:
prayers, fasting & abstinence and almsgiving. Our Pope makes these three items relevant to our lives in
2022.

Wed, 2 March – Thu, 14 April

Through prayers, we reconcile with God; draw strength and consolation
from our heavenly Father. This is particularly urgent in the current pandemic
and on-going war in Ukraine. In different occasions, the Pope invited all
Christians and men of goodwill to pray for the end of the COVID-19
pandemic. He even consecrated Russia and Ukraine to the Immaculate
Heart of Our Lady on the Solemnity of Annunciation. These days, all
more on
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We Are Ambassadors of Reconciliation (cont’d)
churches in Hong Kong are closed. Paradoxically, prayer
services have become more accessible, thanks to the
popularity of the Internet. Brethren! Have you taken part?
Through almsgiving, we reconcile with our neighbours. From
the current pandemic, we learn the importance of keeping the
supply-chains connected. If any link is broken because of
lockdowns, a lot of people will suffer. The Catholic Church has
always acted as a hub of charity. She passes on donations
from benefactors to the needy and the marginalized. Our
Church has clearly demonstrated the role of charity-hub during
this pandemic. Many people have donated a lot of money,
coupons, food and medical supplies to us and we have
volunteers going out in pairs to visit the needy all over Hong
Kong. Brethren! Have you taken part?

Fr.Thomas Law addressing the parishioners online

Through fasting & abstinence, we reconcile with ourselves. But the traditional form of fasting & abstinence is
rather irrelevant to our life in a modern society. Nowadays people are health/figure conscious and fasting
has lost its altruistic meanings of sacrifice and life-enhancement for the poor. Thus, our Pope turn our
attention to “evil in our lives”. What is “evil in our lives”? The Pope mentioned both the traditional
concupiscence and the modern addiction to the digital media. He encouraged us to go to confession saying,
“God never tires of forgiving”.
I feel that this is the most difficult part. Fasting & abstinence is easy but going to confession is never easy,
right? The older we inevitably grow, the more difficult for us to forgive ourselves. We are burdened with all
kinds of failures, mistakes, regrets and misunderstandings etc. Though the Pope has reminded us that God
never tires of forgiving, we doubt whether we deserve God’s forgiveness …
Brethren! Such a doubt is a terrible temptation of the Devil. Let me assure you. Christ embraces you in the
confessional. Before you are able to say how many times you have committed such-and-such, you will burst
into tears and be relieved. Brethren! Have you taken part in the Sacrament of Reconciliation?
Brethren! If you have taken part, congratulations! I am sure you will have a fruitful Easter 2022. If you have
not taken part enough, there is still time. Our sweet Lord is waiting to hug you in the depth of your hearts,
among the marginalized and inside the confessional.
God bless!
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Our Lenten Journey
Sr. Victoria Victorino, PDDM
As March marches in, so starts also the season of Lent with
the celebration of Ash Wednesday last 2nd of March. In this
year 2022, the Lenten period of 40-day preparation for the
Easter Celebration is made more dramatic with the closure of
churches due to the worsening situation of the COVID-19
pandemic here in Hong Kong. It is upsetting to learn that
people we work with are now stricken with the disease. Many
have also lost their jobs and closed their businesses. It is
distressing to see in the Hong Kong news channels the
number of deaths daily, mostly among the elderly members of
the society. But it is not only the people of Hong Kong who are
suffering. In Ukraine and all over Europe now, there is the heart wrenching escape of war refugees fleeing
from Ukraine, mostly women, children, young and old, due to the Russian invasion which started on the 24th
of February. When we watch these painful events here and abroad, it becomes tempting to give in to
discouragement, to question how come all this is taking place in such a modern and seemingly organized
world.
Struggling with temptation is one of the main themes of the Lenten journey. The First Sunday of Lent in fact,
shines the spotlight on the 40-day fast of our Lord Jesus in the desert (Lk 4:1-13). There in the wilderness,
led and strengthened by the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus confronted the devil who did all he could to
tempt him. But he never succumbed to the wiles of the evil one. Steadfast in clinging to the word of God, he
never dialogued with the devil but simply rebutted the latter’s enticements citing the Scriptures: “One does
not live on bread alone” (Deut 8:3); “You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him alone you shall serve”
(Deut 6:13); “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test” (Deut 6:16).
But overcoming temptation is not the only theme of Lent. On the Second Sunday of Lent, we behold the
glory of the Lord in the event of his Transfiguration (Lk 9:28b-36). The complete change of Jesus’
appearance as he prayed with his disciples was a momentary revelation of the ‘arrival point’ of his passion
and crucifixion. It is a preview of his resurrection. Death is not the end. God is faithful to his promise. No
matter how dark and dreadful reality might appear at the moment, light will come shining forth again.
Hence, let us fully embrace this ‘kairos’ – this ‘grace period’ that the present moment has allotted our church
community, the society and the world. The Lenten challenge in this year 2022 is one of “joy in hope, patience
in affliction, faithfulness in prayer” (see Rom 12:12). Let us allow this period of grace to teach us how to go
deep into the nature of our relationship with God, with ourselves, with others, with nature. By prayer, fasting
and generous sharing, let us allow it to be a process of refreshing the soul, renewing our hearts,
strengthening our hands to help those most in need.
May our Blessed Mother Mary, Queen of Peace, Health of the sick, pray for us.

Dolor Sit Amet

3

Lorem Ipsum

Issue | Date

THE HOMESTEAD – MAR 2022
English Sunday School
A Tribute To The Hong Kong Medical Staff
“Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” Mt 25:40
Just when we thought that things were getting better and there were fewer people getting sick, then the 5th
wave of COVID-19 happened. Tens of thousands were getting sick, overwhelming our hospitals and medical
staff to its breaking point. We thank you for your sacrifice and dedication. You put yourself and your families
at risk everyday taking care of the sick, to this we are forever grateful. May the Lord be your strength and
your shield as together will fight this epidemic. We continue to pray for the end of this pandemic.

Hong Kong 加油 (ga yau)! God bless you!
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LBS Corner ~ Pursue
Reference liturgical readings from the 5th Sunday of Lent (Year C): Gospel John 8:1~11; 1st reading Isaiah
43:16~21; 2nd reading Philippians 3:8~14

Our collective action from this LBS is to ‘pursue our goal.’ The meaning of the word ‘pursue’ in the English
dictionary is to follow someone or something, usually to try to catch him,
her, or it. Just as in the gospel reading, all the people started coming to
Jesus as He arrived in the temple area and taught them. Then the
scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in
adultery and made her stand in the middle. They said to Him, “Teacher,
this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. Now in
the law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you
say?” They said this to test Him, so that they could have some charge to
bring against Him. Jesus bent down and began to write on the ground
with His finger. But when they continued asking Him, He straightened up
and said to them, “Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” (Jn 8:3-7).
Here the scribes and Pharisees are pursuing Jesus to test Him to commit mistake in front of the people who
can then be the witnesses when they will be able to corner Him to
press charges against him. These people are pursuing a goal to put
down a person who teaches us about righteousness and a new way
of looking and in dealing with our own sins. As Jesus said to the
woman accused of committing adultery, “Neither do I condemn you.
Go, and from now on do not sin any more.” (Jn 8:3-11). Jesus makes
it known to us that we do not have authority to judge our brothers and
sisters because we are all sinners. The message to the woman (and
to us): you and I are forgiven and we will not be judged. But, what will
be our choice now that we are given a chance to renew our life? As
we are observing the Lenten season, each one of us is given an
opportunity to reflect, to again open our hearts and consider pursuing our goal of renewing our life.
The 1st reading from the book of Isaiah reminds us not to forget our past, and at the same time, teaches us
not to live in the past because God already saved us from our suffering and misery, from our shortcomings
and sins. The past may hinder or hold us back in our effort to become a better person not only for ourselves
and our families, but for others as well. Similarly, the 2nd reading on Paul’s letter to the
Philippians …forgetting what lies behind but straining forward to what lies ahead, as he continues his pursuit
toward the goal, the prize of God’s upward calling, in Christ Jesus. (Phil 3:13-14). Here, we are reminded to
remove the unnecessary things in our life and empty ourselves so that we may be able to receive the
greatest gift that God can give us that is, Jesus Christ, and to embrace and receive Him wholeheartedly this
season of Lent.
Our LBS’ connection for this 5th Sunday of Lent is that “Jesus’ new way on dealing with our sins gives us hope
and motivates and keeps our pursuit toward the goal ”, with a collective call to action to ‘apply Jesus’ new way in
forgiving other people’.
Please note that we are still having our LBS online through Zoom Video Conferencing on Thursdays at 9:30pm
(ID:320027131; PW:7NQKV6). Come and join us. All are welcome!
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Living Rosary Group
Prayers For World Peace With Pope Francis

E xce rpt fro m the P ra yer of Co nse cratio n to the Immacu la te H eart o f Mary (Po pe F ra ncis, 2 5 M arch 2 0 22 )

“Therefore, O Mother, hear our prayer.
Star of the Sea, do not let us be shipwrecked in the tempest of war.
Ark of the New Covenant, inspire projects and paths of reconciliation.
Queen of Heaven, restore God’s peace to the world.
Eliminate hatred and the thirst for revenge, and teach us forgiveness.
Free us from war, protect our world from the menace of nuclear weapons.
Queen of the Rosary, make us realize our need to pray and to love.
Queen of the Human Family, show people the path of fraternity.
Queen of Peace, obtain peace for our world.
O Mother, may your sorrowful plea stir our hardened hearts. May the tears you shed
for us make this valley parched by our hatred blossom anew. Amid the thunder of
weapons, may your prayer turn our thoughts to peace. May your maternal touch
soothe those who suffer and flee from the rain of bombs. May your motherly embrace comfort those forced to leave
their homes and their native land. May your sorrowful heart move us to compassion and inspire us to open our doors
and to care for our brothers and sisters who are injured and cast aside.
Holy Mother of God, as you stood beneath the cross, Jesus, seeing the disciple at your side, said: “Behold your son”
(Jn 19:26). In this way, he entrusted each of us to you. To the disciple, and to each of us, he said: “Behold, your
Mother” (Jn 19:27). Mother Mary, we now desire to welcome you into our lives and our history.
At this hour, a weary and distraught humanity stands with you beneath the cross, needing to entrust itself to you and,
through you, to consecrate itself to Christ. The people of Ukraine and Russia, who venerate you with great love, now
turn to you, even as your heart beats with compassion for them and for all those peoples decimated by war, hunger,
injustice and poverty.
Therefore, Mother of God and our mother, to your Immaculate Heart we solemnly entrust and consecrate ourselves,
the church and all humanity, especially Russia and Ukraine. Accept this act that we carry out with confidence and love.
Grant that war may end and peace spread throughout the world. The “fiat” that arose from your heart opened the doors
of history to the Prince of Peace. We trust that, through your heart, peace will dawn once more. To you we consecrate
the future of the whole human family, the needs and expectations of every people, the anxieties and hopes of the
world.
Through your intercession, may God’s mercy be poured out on the earth and the gentle rhythm of peace return to mark
our days. Our Lady of the “fiat,” on whom the Holy Spirit descended, restore among us the harmony that comes from
God. May you, our “living fountain of hope,” water the dryness of our hearts. In your womb Jesus took flesh; help us to
foster the growth of communion. You once trod the streets of our world; lead us now on the paths of peace. Amen”.
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Why I Attend Bible Study

By: Gerald Hatherly

As a life-long Catholic who thought he was committed to his faith, two things
happened which caused me to think again. I gave myself points for attending
Sunday Mass on a semi-regular basis (making excuses when I did not attend),
and thought my daily prayers made me more devout. Upon reflection I realized
these were easy to do and gave me a sense of self-satisfaction. But each time
I attended Mass and watched the choir, the readers, and, of course, the priest
and nuns I realized that my superficial actions to check the box on what being a
Catholic means were just that – superficial. What I saw when attending Mass
was joy, genuine commitment, and unity. I never thought about that, I just
assumed that going through the actions was enough.
So, it was with some surprise and a dash of embarrassment that I was asked to read at Mass and consider
attending a Bible class. This occurred during the pandemic and being confined to Hong Kong (pre-pandemic I
travelled at least 150 or more days a year for business) did not allow me to politely refuse. I thought about my life
during the pandemic; still working, spending time at home, and walking a lot to relieve the anxiety and uncertainty
of this unusual period in our lives. But beyond that there was no self-reflection, no testing of my views on my
religion, etc. I accepted the invitation and decided to give it a go. I put aside any questions and insecurities and
accepted that it might even help me.
What has attending Bible Study done for me? First, I realize that Bible Study is not just that, reading Biblical
passages and discussing them. Yes, we read passages at they relate to Sunday Mass – the First and Second
readings, and the Gospel. These, however, are the conduits to reflection and understanding of what more than
2,000 years of Christian philosophy teaches us. I was conditioned from childhood to listen to the readers and the
priest read but I never took the next step to reflect and understand. Through our class leader, Sr. Victoria, I have
begun to not only read but reflect, not only discuss but consider, and more than anything else to listen, to the
other members of the class give their insight. The class has made me, for the first time, understand the
universality of Christ’s message. We are one family called and gathered by God. We may come from different
sets of circumstances but as we share Christ’s message we are one together and that, I feel, is what I have
lacked in my life; the understanding of the unifying power of Christian teaching. That is why I attend Bible Study
and because of that I see the importance of sharing and mutual understanding. I am glad that I decided to attend
– it has made a difference for me.
Sunday
Best:
Bible
Study
Class with Sr.
Victoria
is
conducted
online
via Zoom Video
Conferencing every
Saturday between
4:30pm to 5:30pm.
Please contact Sr.
Victoria / Lilian Chin
for zoom password.
All are welcome!
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Online Stations Of The Cross

By: Jennifer Li

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven…”
~Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
Be honest, put your hand up if you used to run away from Stations of the Cross,
church activities that require you to do reflections etc. I will put my hand up, I have
been a Catholic since I was little and some 30 years on I still sometimes run away
or if I am doing it, confused and do not know what to take away from it.
But I draw comfort from knowing that God has it all in hand (sounds so cliché but I
personally experience it everyday), trust Him and in particular, believe that
everything has a season, you will know when it is time. Enjoy the moment, do the
best you can at whatever task you have on hand and watch the miracle unfold.
I like to think God enjoys being a magician, He wants to capture your face of being in awe and basking in the joy,
then for the second wave of enjoyment, show you how He did it!
Up to my early 20s, I did not really have an issue with my relationship with God which is just not intimate. I will go
to church, do what is required, but without really gaining a deeper relationship, just like having a daily shower to
get clean but not like coming out from a spa, feeling glowing and refreshed.
Then a friend passed away, and questions started flying in, ‘God what is going on? Why did this happen?’ My
faith in God did not happen overnight, it took a lot of trust at the beginning, asking where is this going? What is
this all for?
God was gentle with me and it was not till after a few years of my friend’s passing that He introduced various
teachers/guides to help me find my way back. God did use a lot of tools, I kid you not, even I am in awe of His
determination of getting me home (to His church)!
So back to my quote, ‘everything has a season’ there is no need to rush. If you do not feel like you are getting the
most out of certain church services/activities, do not despair and do not give up. Trust me, God is planting the
seeds, it just needs time to sprout. I guarantee there will be a day when you will click and go, ‘Oh, the puzzle
piece makes sense now’. The spiritual journey might be challenging, but again if your journey is too smooth, do
you really learn and then gain the ability to help others?
Due to the 5th wave of COVID-19 in Hong Kong, the Government
ordered the closing of many public places including churches.
Therefore, this year the Station of the Cross is celebrated online.
The online format of the station of the cross is exactly the same as if
you were personally in Church attending. I know for some, not
attending physically would make it less of an experience, but I am a
firm believer that if you have God and Jesus in your heart, wherever
you are is good enough for hearing and reflecting on God’s words.
To be continued on Page 9
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Community Sharing
Online Stations Of The Cross (cont’d)
Our Parish, with the help of many brothers and sisters, such as Deacon Kwok, Sr. Victoria, Mike Chew (most
important as he is our IT expert who connects us to the world) and all the station readers make the online version
smooth and seamless. Each one seeks to deliver their lines well to help all of us on our spiritual journey.
For me, the online Masses and Stations of the Cross have actually stripped away all the distractions as I get
distracted easily by someone coughing, standing up, church air-condition too cold, etc. The online celebration
allows me to really focus on the experience. I have become more connected with God and there is a deep
unshakable trust even at this time of the pandemic. I know that whatever happens, God has allowed it to happen
and it happened for a reason: It
could be to help me reflect on the
decision I took or to prepare me for
the next stage of life. I know God
will never give us something that is
more than we can handle. He
believes in our ability! The
pandemic might have prevented us
from celebrating our faith in the
usual
way
(Sunday
Masses,
Stations of the Cross, etc.), but
maybe this is God’s way of asking
us to do things a little different on
our spiritual journey to allow us to
help more people on their journey.
For example, by bringing Masses
online, it gives people who normally
cannot join the Masses physically a
chance to join regularly and not
feeling left out (because the rest of
us are also doing it online too).
At the time of writing this, we have
just entered the fourth week of Lent,
if you have not been able to join the
online Stations of the Cross, I highly
recommend you to join, you can rewatch the old ones or join the
upcoming ones (2 more weeks to
go). Go and see what inspirations
God will give you. Even though Lent
is considered a very serious matter,
I would still like to wish you
enjoyment and fun in discovering
yourself and having a more intimate
relationship with God.
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Spiritual Reflection
Journey into my Heart is a mini autobiography book written by Sr. Victoria Victorino, PDDM.
Sr. Victoria shares her story as compass to pilgrim searchers of God. There are a total of 11 chapters in the
book, and one chapter will be featured in Homestead every month.

JOURNEY INTO MY HEART (CHAPTER 5)

heart-wrenching detachment
It is naive to say that discernment is over after one enters religious life. The fact is discernment
is the substance and essence of our life, from day one to the present.
The test of this came early on in my first year of novitiate. It was the early morning of 14
January 1982 when Sr. Mary Celine, the novice formator, called me as I was cleaning up in the
sacristy after mass. “Your friend Teodora is here,” she said solemnly as I sat down. “Something
happened to your Father last night and I’m sorry to say, he did not make it...” I could not believe
my ears. As she tried to finish the statement, my eyes were already blurred by tears. It took
awhile before I was able to take in the terrible news of my Dad’s demise. I was allowed ten days
of home visit on that occasion and I remember leaving the convent with an angry heart as I
passed by the chapel: “How could you do this to my family?” I asked the Lord. The last time I
saw my Dad alive was Christmas of 1981. He was excitedly talking about his preparation to visit
his sister in the US but he never talked about any sickness. I found out later that he was
suffering from some intestinal bleeding and that perhaps the cause of his death was undetected
cancer. I arrived home finding my Mom distraught and shocked. She was only 46 years old at
that time. The first thing she asked me was to leave the convent and help her in bringing up my
sisters and brothers. At that time, my eldest brother had already a family of his own. Three
siblings were in college, one in high school and two youngest in primary grade. Those were real days of desolation and darkness
for me. During the time of the wake, the only moment I experienced some peace was when I went to Mass and spent some time
in Eucharistic adoration.
My Parish priest and spiritual director, Fr. Esguerra, was very supportive. Little did I know that he was observing me all
throughout. At one point, he said, “You are a strong person. Be free to decide and the Lord will take care of the rest.” My religious
community was also very close to me at that moment. And I drew strength from the prayers of my sisters. My heart was terribly
torn between my family and my religious calling. With a heavy heart, I returned to the convent after my Dad’s burial. But I lived in
despondency for some time, perhaps even with a strong feeling of guilt. It was true that my Dad did not leave us without anything;
he had some business that was entrusted to my Mom’s care but I doubted at that time if that would be enough to see through the
sustenance of my family, especially for the education of my siblings. The following months of my religious formation was a real
test. I found myself going lower into deep and dark dungeons of doubt, and this even affected my health. I tried to put a name on
it, labeling it as post-mortem depression. Thank God, my Formator was also very understanding and supportive. She even
allowed me some exceptions, giving me permission to see my family now and then, and assist my Mom in her transition period. At
some point in time, I don’t know exactly when, some kind of light came upon me. I realized it was true I could leave the convent
and help my Mom and siblings, but mine would be a limited, human help. Instead why don’t I take on the challenge to keep on
trusting God’s word, ‘I will take care of your family. They are mine as well as yours.’ And gradually, I found the strength to believe
in this word again, to let go of my plans and desires, and to let God fulfill not only his design in my life but in the lives of my Mom
and siblings. I asked myself, “What is my effort compared to God’s strength, his will and design, not only for me but for all of
us?”
Hence I decided to remove myself out of the center and to allow God to lead my Mom and my family. I believe that through my
Mom’s faith, tenacity and love, sustained by the prayers of my Dad in the afterlife, the cooperation of my siblings, and my fervent
prayers and sacrifices for them, all things worked together for good. There are presently three nurses in my family, a medical
technician, two in music profession and one in fine arts. God-at-the-center, God-ever-greater! Indeed, the glory of God shone in
this episode of my life, certainly, not immediately, but through the years. It is beautiful to testify to the greatness of God in bringing
out the best in us, in and through very trying circumstances. The Lord hears the cry of the poor, blessed be the Lord! (see Psalm
34:7-9)

To be continued….
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